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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 1 0/20/2004 and 
7/15/2005 were filed. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 
CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being considered by the 
examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Wells(US Patent 6,317,839) further in view of Kadokura(US Patent 5,925,132). 

As to claim 1 , Wells discloses a method of resetting a peripheral 



device(peripheral device 104, see Fig. 1) that is connected to a computer(computer 
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102, see Fig. 1) and that receives power from a power supply unit(power supply 112, 
see Fig. 1), the method comprising determining whether a cutoff of a supply of the 
power is required from the computer to the peripheral device(see column 6, lines 61- 
63), and if it is determined that the cutoff of the supply of power is required, generating a 
cutoff-instructing signal for instructing the cutoff of the supply of power to the peripheral 
device(see column 6, lines 63-65), and resetting the peripheral device in response to 
the repeatedly supplied power(see column 7, lines 9-13). However Wells fails to 
disclose the method of resetting the peripheral device that is connected to the computer 
comprising cutting off the power supplied to the peripheral device for a predetermined 
amount of time and repeatedly supplying the power to the peripheral device after the 
predetermined amount of time in response to the cutoff-instructing signal. 

Kadokura teaches a method of resetting a peripheral device(first peripheral I/O 
unit 5, see Fig. 1) that is connected to the computer comprising cutting off the power 
supplied to the peripheral device for a predetermined amount of time and repeatedly 
supplying the power to the peripheral device after the predetermined amount of time in 
response to the cutoff-instructing signal(see column 3, lines 48-51). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
the inventions of Wells and Kadokura in order to create a method for resetting a 
peripheral device which will repeatedly supply power to the peripheral device after a 
predetermined amount of time. The motivation to do so would be to wake a peripheral 
device after it has been powered down for a predetermined amount of time and activity 
has later detected. 
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As to claim 2, Wells discloses the method wherein the cutting off the power 
supplied to the peripheral device further comprises transmitting to the computer 
information that the power has been repeatedly supplied(see column 7, lines 9-16). 

As to claim 3, Wells discloses an apparatus for resetting a peripheral 
device(peripheral device 104, see Fig. 1) that is connected to a computer(computer 
102, see Fig. 1) and that receives power from a power supply unit(power supply 112, 
see Fig. 1), the apparatus comprising a cutoff-requiring signal sensing unit, which 
senses whether a signal requiring a cutoff of supply of the power to the peripheral 
device is input from the computer and outputs a sensing result as a sensing signal(see 
column 6, lines 61-63), and a cutoff-instructing signal generating unit, which generates a 
cutoff-instructing signal for instructing the cutoff of the supply of power supplied by the 
power supply unit and outputs the cutoff-instructing signal, in response to the sensing 
signal(see column 6, lines 63-65), and a peripheral device resetting unit, which resets 
the peripheral device in response to the repeatedly supplied power(see column 7, lines 
9-13). However Wells fails to disclose the apparatus comprising a power supply 
temporary cutoff unit, which cuts off the power supplied to the peripheral device for a 
predetermined amount of time and repeatedly supplies the power to the peripheral 
device after the predetermined amount of time, in response to the cutoff-instructing 
signal. 

Kadokura teaches an apparatus comprising a power supply temporary cutoff unit, 
which cuts off the power supplied to a peripheral device(first peripheral I/O unit 5, see 
Fig. 1) for a predetermined amount of time and repeatedly supplies the power to the 
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peripheral device after the predetermined amount of time, in response to the cutoff- 
instructing signal(see column 3, lines 48-51). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the inventions of 
Wells and Kadokura in order to create an apparatus for resetting a peripheral device 
which will repeatedly supply power to the peripheral device after a predetermined 
amount of time. The motivation to do so would be to wake a peripheral device after it 
has been powered down for a predetermined amount of time and activity has later 
detected. 

As to claim 4, Wells discloses the apparatus wherein the signal requiring the 
cutoff of the supply of power has a predetermined data format previously designated 
between the computer and the peripheral device such that the cutoff-requiring signal 
sensing unit interprets a variety of signals transmitted from the computer and senses 
the signal requiring the cutoff of the supply of power(see column 5, line 60- column 6, 
line 9). 

As to claim 5, Wells discloses the apparatus further comprising a power supply 
notification unit, which transmits to the computer information that the power has been 
repeatedly supplied, in response to the repeatedly supplied power from the power 
supply temporary cutoff unit(see column 7, lines 9-16). 

As to claim 6, Wells discloses the apparatus wherein the power supply unit is a 
switching mode power supply (SMPS) that comprises a power switching portion(see 
column 4, lines 44-50). 
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As to claim 7, Wells discloses the apparatus wherein the signal requiring a cutoff 
of supply of power has a command format that is different from common peripheral data 
that is exchanged between the computer and the peripheral device(see column 5, lines 
56-59). 

As to claim 8, Wells discloses the apparatus wherein the power supply temporary 
cutoff unit continuously supplies the power to a variety of peripheral devices through an 
output terminal before the cutoff-instructing signal is input from the cutoff-instructing 
signal generating unit(see column 7, lines 1-8). 

As to claim 9, Wells discloses the method wherein the predetermined amount of 
time is arbitrarily selected(see column 7, lines 1-20). 

As to claim 10, Wells discloses the apparatus wherein the predetermined amount 
of time is arbitrarily selected(see column 7, lines 1-20). 

As to claim 1 1 , Well discloses a machine-readable medium that provides 
instructions for resetting a peripheral device(peripheral device 104, see Fig. 1) that is 
connected to a computer(computer 102, see Fig. 1) and that receives power from a 
power supply unit(power supply 1 12, see Fig. 1), which, when executed by a machine, 
cause the machine to perform operations comprising determining whether a cutoff of a 
supply of the power is required from the computer to the peripheral device(see column 
6, lines 61-63), and if it is determined that the cutoff of the supply of power is required, 
generating a cutoff-instructing signal for instructing the cutoff of the supply of power to 
the peripheral device(see column 6, lines 63-65), and resetting the peripheral device in 
response to the repeatedly supplied power(see column 7, lines 9-13). However Wells 
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fails to disclose the machine-readable medium, when executed by a machine, cause the 
machine to perform operations comprising cutting off the power supplied to the 
peripheral device for a predetermined amount of time and repeatedly supplying the 
power to the peripheral device after the predetermined amount of time in response to 
the cutoff-instructing signal. 

Kadokura teaches a machine-readable medium, when executed by a machine, 
cause the machine to perform operations comprising cutting off the power supplied to a 
peripheral device(first peripheral I/O unit 5, see Fig. 1) for a predetermined amount of 
time and repeatedly supplying the power to the peripheral device after the 
predetermined amount of time in response to the cutoff-instructing signal(see column 3, 
lines 48-51). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the inventions of Wells and Kadokura in order to create 
a machine-readable medium that provides instructions for resetting a peripheral device 
which will repeatedly supply power to the peripheral device after a predetermined 
amount of time. The motivation to do so would be to wake a peripheral device after it 
has been powered down for a predetermined amount of time and activity has later 
detected. 

As to claim 12, Wells discloses the machine-readable medium wherein the 
cutting off the power supplied to the peripheral device further comprises transmitting to 
the computer information that the power has been repeatedly supplied(see column 7, 
lines 9-16). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Brown whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5932. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:00am to 
3:30pm(EST). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIRS) system. Status information for the 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications are available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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